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MONITORING OF A STUDENT 

For this week’s task, we were asked to observe a different student in both gender and 
skills. The task for the fourth week was not different from the previous weeks’ task except the 
points that is mentioned above. As it was done before, a student would be picked who is 
totally opposite of the first subject that was chosen in 3 rd week, and monitor it both in 
classroom and outside of the classroom and extrapolate on his/her behavior during a day. 

To be able to monitor a different student, we chose another classroom. After 
consulting the classroom teacher about which student to monitor, a student named Zeynep 
Civelek was chosen. She is a 9 years old pupil studying at Cumhuriyet primary school in class 
3/E. She is the tallest child in the classroom. When classroom teacher was asked about her 
success, he introduced her as one of the most successful student in his classroom. “If there 
was a grading system, she would get the highest grade in the classroom”, he said. She is a 
responsible student who completes her homework on time, always active in lessons to 
participate and always tries to attend the classroom sections. 

When I interviewed her (interview was done not in proper interview manner which 
means that the student was asked indirect questions like chatting about weather to avoid 
Hawthorne effect, which means that I did not want to make her feel like she was interrogated, 
because if she felt so, she could change her story to be a better person or a student in my eyes. 


Children at that age would mostly try to please their teacher) she indicated that she, in fact, 
had 4 years of kindergarten schooling before she started primary school. This might be an 
indication that her family was caring about educating their daughter. Comparing this week’s 
subject Zeynep to previous week’s subject Arda, a family factor is a big difference. Arda’s 
family was not even regulating his bed time and was sending him to school without a proper 
breakfast. He was shorter than anyone in his classroom as it was totally opposite for Zeynep. 
Maslow (1943) in his paper hierarchy of needs claims that humans are motivated to achieve 
certain things, and there is a hierarchy on those needs. Most basic one of these needs is 
physical survivor, and one of the most important things for surviving is taking enough 
nutrition. So, if a student is hungry, you can not expect her or him to learn a subject or to 
participate in a lesson. 

Monitoring Zeynep was not a hard task. She was not going out of classroom in break 
times; she was just walking inside the classroom and chatting with her friends. She did not go 
to the schoolyard at all during four hours of monitoring. However, as opposed to her 
inactiveness on break times, she was very active in te classroom. She was participating in all 
subjects. She stated Mathematics and English are her favorite subjects. However, she was not 
participating in English lesson as she was for Mathematics. She solved the mathematical 
problems in her notebook before everyone else and sometimes she did not raise her hand to 
answer at all. She probably considered some of them as easy problems and did not think that 
they were worth to spend time. 

Her self-confidence in classroom was declining when it was time to raise her hand to 
answer. Even though she found the results correctly in her notebook, she raised her hand 
parallel to the desk as she did not want her hand to be seen by her teacher. It was just like “I 
know it, I am raising my hand so that no one says Zeynep did not know the answer” but at the 
same time it was like she wished not to be picked by the teacher. That could have two 



meaning, one she was afraid of her teacher’s response when she does wrong and second her 
friends’ response or humiliation. In fact, both of the wrong attitudes were spotted in the 
classroom. One of them was by the teacher. He asked a student about a question and he 
paused for a couple of seconds to answer, before he let him think about the answer, with a 
sulky and angry face teacher roasted the boy saying; “if you had listened carefully, you would 
not have to think so much, would you? Listen carefully now on”. And the other issue that may 
cause the student to feel insecure to express themselves could be humiliation as it was 
mentioned above. That was witnessed when a student wrote a wrong answer on the board 
most of the students laughed at him, so that might be another problem. The worse part, the 
teacher did not warn kids about not laughing at each other. 

These attitudes that we can call as inappropriate behavior between children in the 
classroom were also observed in Zeynep’s attitudes. When one of her friends was solving a 
problem on the board, he did a mistake and she made a mi mic l ik e what an idiot to make that 
mistake. There are a lot of things a teacher has to do to create a friendly environment where 
students are not afraid of being humiliated and express their opinion. 

According to a study that was done by UNICEF (1996) teacher has to see and respect 
the individual differences to promote the well-being of children and the classroom has to be a 
place where students are safe and secure, free from violence and abuse. It is impossible to 
blame kids for humiliating each other, adults, in this manner, teachers are responsible for it. 
Because as long as adults do not show them humiliating each other is a bad act, they will not 
know it. It should not be forgotten that children learn by mirroring the behaviors of adults. 
During the monitoring, none of the teachers are seen to condemn these kinds of actions in the 
classroom. It should not be forgotten that schools are the basic and simplest sample of the 
society and act accordingly to create better society. 



In English class, everything was different. The dynamic of the classroom changes 
when Fatih Pash teacher leaves. However, this did not change the attitude of Zeynep toward 
classroom. She was totally focused on the teacher and on the board. She followed the lecture 
properly and she tried to participate in the activities. Even though she was into the subject, she 
was not really good at English as it was expected from her. One different thing that was 
spotted is that she is left- handed. This might be a reason for her language learning. According 
to Lamm and Eppstein (1999) language motor functions in left-handers are organized 
differently than right-handed. In the study that was conducted, it was indicated that left- 
handed students were placed in lower level English classes and had more difficulties in 
applying orthographic and phonological mapping rules in reading English words. This could 
explain her English proficiency level or it might just be simply the poor English instructions. 
Also gender difference can play important part in her success because girls are considered to 
be more responsible and mature compared to boys on their age. Success of a student is not 
just influenced by one factor; rather, it has many factors. 

All in ah, she is a successful student in her classroom. Comparing the other subject 
that was monitored before, she has many different qualities from a caring family, to a more 
responsible attitude and also she has an advantage of having a teacher who puts students in 
the center. 
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